	Events to include in your diary entry
	Notes / keywords

	 Describe the moment from when she wakes up – use a range of powerful verbs

	
· Rubs eyes, yawning, squinting in the light, reluctantly get out of bed. 
· I tried to stifle a yawn.
· I woke up to see light streaming through the windows-the curtains had been pulled back.



	Use show not tell to describe how she feels when she sees the suitcase – might she ask a rhetorical question? 

	
· A sea of questions washed over me- was my dad leaving?
· I was engulfed in worry and bewilderment.
· It was when I was devouring my porridge that I saw it- my dad’s suitcase was resting against the old, tattered wall.



	Describe how she feels when she walks along the cobbled street ‘nestled’ in between her parents 

	
· I felt safe as I scurried across the cobbled street with my parents beside me- I wanted to be in that moment forever.
· Nerves gnawed at my stomach with every step I took.
· Would this be the last few minutes I spent with my father?



	Remember pathetic fallacy and how shadows can help to create tension and affect the mood of your writing. 

	· Grey clouds cloaked the sky as we trudged onwards. 
· Rain battered against my now sodden clothes.
· Dark clouds concealed the sun from view.

	Describe how she holds her father’s hand? 

	
· I clutched my father’s hand tightly, hoping I wouldn’t ever have to let go.
· I felt his hand on mine- I hoped I would see my father again.



	What are her thoughts when she sees the train? 

	
· Realisation struck me when I spotted the train approaching us. My father was leaving. 
· On the outside I tried to put a brave face on. (On the inside, however, it felt as if a dagger of misery had been plunged deep into my heart.)



	What is she thinking when her dad reveals what is under his hat? What will she plan to do with the origami bird? 

	· I cupped the delicate origami dove in my hands; I would treasure it forever.
· The dove was a token of love; it was worth its weight in gold for me. I wouldn’t trade it for anything in the world.




	Include how her mother reacts to her husband leaving (look at the picture of the hands)

	
· I saw my mother use her handkerchief to wipe away the tears that were streaming down her face.
· My father whispered something into my mother’s ear and I saw her eyes light up.
· As she embraced my father, I could tell mother didn’t want to ever let go.


	How does she feel as she walks back home with her mother but not her father?

	
· As we walked back home, I couldn’t help but feel abandoned- why would father leave us?
· We had to walk in the shadows of our hometown.
· I checked to see if the dove was still in my pocket- I breathed a sigh of relief as I felt the paper brush against my skin.




	Examples of ‘exciting sentences’ you could include:



	· On the outside I tried to put a brave face on. (On the inside, however, it felt as if a dagger of misery had been plunged deep into my heart.)
· I watched as the train (along with my father) disappeared into the horizon.

· Tears streamed down my face when I realized that there was the possibility that my father would never return. He might be gone forever….

	Build your own vocabulary word bank



	Scurried, cobbled streets, embrace, cupped, clutched, forlornly, anguish, shadows, plunged, gently, reluctantly, perilous, precarious, bewildered, worried, foreboding, apprehensive.







